THE ABERDEEN & DISTRICT JUVENILE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES  2009-10
Players ordered off and/or reported

Other than in prima facie cases of serious misconduct or cases not covered by the offences listed below which will cause the player automatically to be called to the Executive Committee, players ordered off and/or reported for misconduct will be subject to automatic disciplinary procedures.  The player will receive a copy of the report and an option form.  The option form will give the player the choice of accepting the standard suspension or requesting a personal hearing at the Executive Committee.  The player must return the option form to the Secretary within seven days, otherwise he will be automatically assumed to have accepted the standard suspension.  In the event of a player requesting a personal hearing and not then attending, being represented or submitting written evidence, the standard suspension will be applied and increased by two matches unless the Executive Committee deems that exceptional circumstances apply.

The standard suspensions are in accordance with the guidelines issued by The Scottish Youth Football Association and are as follows:

Serious foul play – three matches

Violent conduct, adopting a threatening or aggressive attitude – three matches

Violent conduct, striking or attempting to strike – four matches

Violent conduct, punching or attempting to punch – four matches

Violent conduct, kicking or attempting to kick – four matches

Violent conduct, pushing – three matches

Preventing a goalscoring opportunity by deliberately handling the ball – one match

Preventing a goalscoring opportunity otherwise – one match

Offensive, insulting or abusive language – two matches

Second cautionable offence – one match

Any player who has previously accumulated a total of ten matches of suspensions will not be offered the opportunity of a standard suspension.

In all cases, except where the Executive Committee decides to take no action, the club will be fined £10.

Players accumulating cautions

Players accumulating cautions will be suspended for accumulated cautions as follows:

Four cautions – two matches

Eight cautions – four matches

Twelve cautions – six matches (and so on for any further four cautions)

In all cases, the club for which the player was playing on receipt of the fourth, eighth or twelfth, etc caution will be fined £10.

Appeals against cautions

Should a player wish to appeal against a caution, this must be done in writing by the player, submitted by receipted post and postmarked not later than three days after the date of the match.  The appeal must set out fully the grounds of appeal.

All clubs should note that The Scottish Youth Football Association will not admit any appeal against a suspension for accumulated cautions on the basis of an appeal against any individual caution.  The sole right of appeal against a caution is as set out in the preceding paragraph.

Unfulfilled fixtures

On the basis of the Match Secretary’s report, the club considered prima facie responsible for the non-fulfilment of any fixture shall be offered the opportunity to accept that the match be awarded to the other club and that they be fined £50.  The option form will give the club the choice of accepting the standard penalty or requesting a hearing at the Executive Committee.  The club must return the option form to the Secretary within seven days, otherwise it will be automatically assumed to have accepted the standard penalty.  

Other cases

All other cases, including misconduct by club officials and/or spectators will cause the club to called before the Executive Committee.
Failure to submit results

Clubs breaching Rule 5(g) of the Rules Governing Competitions will be subject to an automatic fine of £5 subject to the right to request an appearance before the Executive Committee.

Failure to notify match arrangements

Any club accused of failure to notify match arrangements to the visiting team or the referee, as required by Rule 5(a) of the Rules Governing Competitions, will be called before the Executive Committee.

Failure to notify postponement timeously

Clubs failing to notify the Match Secretary as required by Rule 5(d) of the Rules Governing Competitions will be subject to an automatic fine of £5 subject to the right to request an appearance before the Executive Committee.  Clubs failing to notify their opponents or the match referee as required by Rule 5(d) of the Rules Governing Competitions will be called before the Executive Committee.

Failure to pay fines or other debts

All clubs failing to pay in full a fine or other debt within 14 days of its imposition will have the fine or debt doubled.  Failure to pay the full amount within a further 14 days will result in the club being debt suspended.

Conduct liable to bring the game into disrepute

Any conduct considered liable to bring the game into disrepute, whether on the part of players, officials or supporters, shall be investigated by the Executive Committee and may result in sanctions against the club and any relevant individuals.
The Executive Committee has particularly identified that this will include failure of players or officials to conduct themselves in a proper manner at the conclusion of cup finals and during and after the presentation of trophies.  It will also include the consumption or the making available of alcoholic drinks at any match under the jurisdiction of the Association, whether at the field of play or at the pavilion.
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